EYFS – Understanding the World Overview
	Understanding the World
Past & Present / People, Culture & Communities / The Natural World

	Autumn 1 – All About Me
	Past & Present
(History)
· My past, present, future and that of others including characters from stories 
· Families - when I was a baby, when my family members were young. Family Trees, diverse representations of family life. 
· Developing sense of chronology - before I was born, before I came to school, which classroom will I be in next year? 
· Our school year – what will we do this year in Reception? 
	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography)
· Location of our school and the local area 
· My route to school; what do I pass? Do I take transport? What do we like about our local area? What would we change? 
· Community; this means the people who feature in our lives, our school is an important part of our community, friends, families, religious communities, people with shared interests e.g. hobbies. 
· People who help us in our community; including but not limited to teachers, doctors and nurses, firefighters, police, shop workers, rubbish collectors
	The Natural World
(Science)
· The human body: Facial features, body parts, the senses 
· Seasons of the year; Autumn. Deciduous and evergreen trees. 
· Observing leaves using magnifying glasses, leaves changing colour.

	Autumn 2 – Festive Fun
	Past & Present
(History)
· Religious stories and beliefs which originated a long time ago
· How those stories are shared and celebrated today
	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography / RE)
· Explore Christianity through stories in the Bible
· Introduce new religions – Hinduism through the celebration of Diwali 
· Introduce Judaism through the celebration of Hanukkah 

	The Natural World
(Science)
· Seasons of the year: Winter. Animal hibernation, why do some animals hibernate? How do other animals survive winter? 
· Changing state of matter; frost and ice- looking closely at ice, what happens when it warms? Why can we see our breath when it is cold? 

	Spring 1 – Once Upon a Time
	Past & Present
(History)
· Stories from Ancient Greece; Prometheus stealing fire from the Gods, Theseus and his battle with the Minotaur, Daedalus and Icarus, Athena and Arachne, King Midas and the Golden Touch 
· Stories from different cultures; Anansi the Spider from the Ashanti in West Africa. 
· Aesop’s Fables 
· The Legend of St George and the Dragon 
	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography)
· Locate the places that feature in the key stories chosen for this topic. 
· Oral storytelling as part of culture; how we pass on stories within our families and communities
	The Natural World
(Science)
· Seasons of the year: Spring. 
· The first signs of spring; snowdrops, cherry blossom, buds and flowers, birds nesting, bees, lighter evenings. 


	Spring 2 – On the Move
	Past & Present
(History)
· George Stevenson; The invention of the Steam Train 
· Transport in the past; horse and carriage, motor cars, penny farthing, omnibus, ferry, other locally relevant transport from history 
· Modern transport including the Japanese Bullet Train, hovercraft, racing cars, aeroplanes and other examples of technologically advanced transport 

	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography / RE)
· Transport in our local area and contrasted with transport for long journeys- children’s experience of transport. 
· Road Safety – how we travel safely. 
· How people from different cultures travel; the tuk tuk in Bangkok, gondolas in Venice, Felucca in Egypt, Dog Sled in Norway.
· How Christians celebrate Easter
· Why Easter is important to Christians 
	The Natural World
(Science)
· Forces: push, pull, twist 
· Air transport 
· Water transport 
· Our planet Earth, land and sea, plants and animals, weather, gravity. 
· The moon, the sun, the planets in our solar system, space travel, astronauts. 

	Summer 1 – Kings & Queens
	Past & Present
(History)
· The Story of King John and the Magna Carta (Teachers to tell story based on historical events) 
· Locally significant areas in the past e.g. a local historical building 
· Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation in Westminster Abbey. 
	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography / RE)
· The Monarchy; Queen Elizabeth II, the Royal Family, Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle. 
· Countries around the world that have Queen Elizabeth as their monarch including; Canada, Jamaica, New Zealand, Australia and more. 
· The Union Flag of the United Kingdom, flags from countries the children have connections to
· Recognise special places and places of worship for religious people
· Identify features of sacred places
	The Natural World
(Science)
· Seasons of the Year: Summer. Signs of summer; flowers, warmer days, light evenings, butterflies, bees, birds. 
· Design a garden for the Queen; what could we grow? What would we include? Sketch some ideas and write about the design. 

	Summer 2 – Come Outside
	Past & Present
(History)
· Farming in the past; locally relevant information e.g. local areas that used to be farmland, what was grown, what those areas look like now. 
· How farming worked in the past; use of horses and carts, horses and cows pulling ploughs. Present day use of machinery in farming. 
	People, Cultures & Communities 
(Geography / RE)
· Farming in our local area; what crops are grown where we live? Identify fruit and vegetables that can be grown locally, or within the local region. 
· Identify where the fruit and vegetables we eat come from. Including but not limited to: Oranges: Spain, Bananas: Central America, Lemons: South Africa, Pineapples: Costa Rica, Apples: France, Onions: The Netherlands, Cauliflower: Spain, Broccoli: The UK 
· Christian baptisms
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What happens when a baby is welcomed into Islam
	The Natural World
(Science)
· Seasons of the Year: Summer. How we stay safe in the sun; sunscreen, hats, sunglasses. Safety around water. 
· Changing state of matter; Why do our ice lollies melt? 
· Growing and changing; how people change as they grow, how animals change as they grow. Life cycles of a butterfly and/or frog. 
· Identify and draw the following animals and their babies including but not limited to: 
Sheep and Lamb 
Cows and Calf 
Horse and foal 
Butterfly and Caterpillar 
Frog and tadpole 
Dog and puppy 
Cat and kitten 
· Plants; how they grow from seeds and bulbs. 
· What plants need to grow. 
· Identify parts of plants including roots, stem and leaves. 
· Identify trees and plants growing locally on the school grounds or in local parks. Draw pictures of local plants. 



