[image: image1.jpg]Firfield

JPrimary School




 
MUSIC POLICY

Introduction
Music is essentially a practical and creative arts subject which should be accessed and enjoyed by all. From an early age, children should have an awareness of rhythm, pitch and sounds around them and these should be developed from entry into school and throughout their continuing education. Our music curriculum will be developed in part through the use of Charanga Music School.

Aims of the School
· To encourage awareness, enjoyment and appreciation of music in many forms and across a range of cultures.
· To encourage children to develop their imaginative and creative skills through musical activities 
· To help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes towards music and to experience success and satisfaction in music.

· To offer opportunities to perform, compose, listen to and appraise music.

· To offer all children the opportunity to play a musical instrument and/or perform within a musical group.
· To encourage children to use music as a way to support their mental well-being.
Performing skills
Children will be taught to sing a wide ranging variety of songs and to use their voices expressively. This will be achieved within rehearsals and performances of productions including those given by ‘Glee Club’, through cross-curricular links whereby singing supports the lesson through the learning of vocabulary and concepts, in actual timetabled music lessons and in assemblies. Children will be given the opportunity to sing individually and as part of a group, learning harmonies when appropriate. All children should have the opportunity to play tuned and untuned instruments with increasing control and should rehearse and perform with others, with a sense of team work and an awareness of audience. 

Composing skills
Children will create musical patterns and will be shown how to explore, select and organise musical

ideas from a range of stimuli, recording these in a variety of ways - for example, creating a pictorial score, by means of a voice recording or video or by using simple or more complex notation.
Appraising skills
Children will be given the opportunity to explore and explain their own ideas and feelings about music,

using music, dance, expressive language and musical vocabulary. They will regularly analyse and compare composition and performance in order to become confident at self and peer assessment, suggesting improvements for their own work and that of others.

Listening and applying knowledge and understanding
Children should be able to focus and actively listen in order to recall sounds with increasing aural memory. They will develop a growing awareness of the eight musical elements: pitch, duration, pace, dynamics, texture, timbre, form, silence. They will understand that time and place can influence the way music is created, performed and heard and that music is recorded in a variety of ways - for example, invented and standard notations and by being passed down through generations in different cultures. 
Approach
Music should be taught throughout the school using cross curricular links where possible as well as music lessons in class which may be taught weekly or in blocks using Charanga Music School. Children participate from time to time in services at the local Church and are also given the opportunity to sing as a whole school at times of special celebration and at seasonal times throughout the year. 

A Key Stage 2 ‘Glee Club’ meet weekly after school for the duration of one hour. Post Covid music clubs are beginning to recommence with planned recorder clubs and a KS1 Singing Club.  At present, five peripatetic teachers attend the school, offering one-to-one and small group tuition in drumming, guitar, brass, woodwind and violin. This is very much supported by the Music Co-ordinator who offers opportunities for children to perform their work in the classroom and in at special celebrations. Children in Year 4 also benefit from the Music Partnership programme learning an instrument as a whole class culminating in a performance to parents. All children who receive music lessons, attend the choir and/or participate in any of our music or dance clubs are given the opportunity to take part in an annual Summer Concert. Glee Club also attend a national singing concert ‘Young Voices’ on a yearly basis. 
Content and organisation
Teachers now use Charanga Music School ‘Original scheme’ throughout the school either weekly or as a block and as a base to aid and enhance their teaching, but it is not intended to be rigidly adhered to – there are options within Charanga to personalise teaching and learning. Music is used to aid learning in other subjects as well as being a stand-alone subject in its own right. 
Continuity and progression
Whole school planning has ensured that learning will build on and develop earlier experiences and learning, allowing for continuity and progression throughout the key stages. 
Differentiation
As stated, all children have the opportunity to sing and to learn a musical instrument. Those children with a particular interest or aptitude in music are given the opportunity to extend their education in a variety of ways - for example, more specific instrumental tuition provided by peripatetic teachers and school clubs. More gifted children are given the opportunity to perform more complex solos, group work and harmonies and all children are supported and encouraged to participate and perform with confidence.  
Assessment
Assessment will form an integral part of the teaching and learning of music. This will be carried out by

the observation of children working and performing, by listening to their responses and by examining work produced and by developing assessment through Charanga. Children should be able to assess their own composition and performance and appraise accordingly. Children should also be confident in peer assessing the work and performance of others providing feedback in a positive yet constructive manner. This is sometimes given verbally but will also often be written. 
Acts of Worship
Pupils are given the opportunity to listen to and to sing a range of music at the beginning and end of our Acts of

Worship. 
Resources
We have music trolleys enabling resources to be moved around the school and percussion boxes and ukuleles stored in the hall alongside a piano although for easier access a storage unit has been ordered. CD players are also available as well as two large portable speakers with Bluetooth compatibility. There is a range of music CDs used in assemblies kept by the Music Co-ordinator – the collection includes celebration music, reflective music, classical music and themed music for children to walk in and out of Collective Worship to however music is more often played through ipads.  

Roles and Responsibilities:
The Music Co-ordinator will actively support the music curriculum by encouraging staff, praising good practice and supporting staff development and in-house training focussed around Charanga as detailed on the Music Action Plan.
The Class Teacher will be responsible for the teaching of music as set out in this policy. 

Carol Lawson (Music Co-ordinator)
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